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51st  August,  1964 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Potters  Bar  Urban  District  Council, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

J^y  Annual  Report  for  the  year  19^5  has  been  compiled  in 
accordance  ^/ith  Circular  I/64  and  is  presented  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  pages.  The  vital  statistics  are  shown  on  pages  5  and  6, 
and  there  are  no  exceptional  changes  in  the  recent  pattern  of 
these  figures  to  v/hich  I  need  drav/  attention.  There  was  a 
slight  increase  in  the  birth  rate,  and  also  in  the  unadjusted 
death  rate,  although  the  adjusted  rate  fell  from  11. 5  in  19^2 
to  10,0  in  1965*  Once  more,  the  main  causes  of  death  were  the 
various  forms  of  cancer  and  heart  diseases  v^hich  together  repre¬ 
sented  34»4?o  of  all  deaths.  For  some  years,  I  have  commented  on 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  bronchitis,  and  I  regret 
to  say  that  once  more  a  further  increase  occurred  -  from  I4  in 

1962  to  17  in  1965. 

As  members  will  know,  the  incidence  of  measles  is  heavier 
in  alternate  years,  and  19^5  ^as  a  measles  year.  There  were  413 
cases  compared  with  56  in  I962.  The  number  of  other  infectious 
diseases  notified  was  again  very  small,  and  once  more  there  were 
no  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis  v/hich,  I  think,  is  largely 
attributable  to  the  success  of  the  vaccination  campaign  amongst 
young  children.  There  was  one  case  of  typhoid  fever,  which  was 
that  of  a  man  returning  from  holiday  at  Zermatt  in  Switzerland. 
Portiinately,  no  spread  of  infection  occurred  from  this  case. 

More  disturbing  was  the  case  of  a  local  man  admitted  to 
Barnet  General  Hospital,  and  there  diagnosed  as  a  case  of  para¬ 
typhoid.  Notwithstanding  different  courses  of  treatment  he  was, 
on  his  discharge  back  to  his  home  in  Potters  Bar,  still  excreting 
virulent  organisms.  Unfortunately  too,  his  employment  v/as  in  a 
food  business  outside  Potters  Bar  which  he  can  no  longer  follow, 
and  the  closest  supervision  over  the  man  and  his  family  has  had 
to  be  exercised.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing  this  Report,  he  is 
still  a  carrier  but  so  far  the  spread  of  infection  has  been 
prevented. 
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Although  six  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  added  to  the 
register  in  1963?  there  was  only  one  death,  and  the  total  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  again  showed  a  substantial 
reduction. 

During  the  year,  the  Potters  Bar  Old  People's  Welfare 
Committee  was  inaugurated,  and  for  a  time,  with  the  Council's 
approval,  the  administrative  work  of  the  Committee  was  carried 
out  by  a  member  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Department. 

The  CoDMittee  is  v;ell  supported  locally  and  already  has  carried 
out  a  considerable  amount  of  valuable  work.  Although  a  new 
Secretary  has  been  appointed,  her  work  continues  to  be  done  at 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Department,  and  the  closest 
liaison  exists  between  the  Committee  and  the  Department. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  those  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  who  have  given  their  willing  and  able 
assistance  throughout  the  year,  and  especially  to  Mr.  Rooley 
and  Mr.  Rixson  for  their  invaluable  help. 

I  am. 

Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


M.I.  OUTRAM 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 

Area  . .  6,129  acres 

Population  (mid  1965  -  Registrar  General's  Estimate)  23,870 

Number  of  inliabited  houses  (1st  April,  1963)*.  ..  7>637 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  I965)  ••  . .  £1,229,341 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate  (31st  March,  I964)  £5»045 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

Live  Births  .  4O6 

Live  birth-rate  (unadjusted)  per  1,000  population  17»0 

Live  birth-rate  (adjusted)  per  1,000  population  ..  17<>0 

Live  birth-rate  per  1,000  population  for  England  and 

Y/ales  .  18.2 

Live  birth-rate  per  1,000  population  for  Middlesex 

(adjusted)  . .  17*1 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  5*9 

Still -births  .  5 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  12.2 

Total  live  and  still-births .  4II 

Infant  Mortality 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  \inder  1  year)  .  5 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  total  12.3 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  for  England 

and  Wales  .  20.9 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  for 

Middlesex  .  18. 7 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  - 

legitimate  .  12.3 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  - 

illegitimate .  62*3 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

(first  four  weeks) .  7»4 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  for 

England  and  Wales .  14*2 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  for 

Middlesex  .  ....  13.0 

Early  Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

(first  week)  ..  7*4 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still-births  and  deaths  imder 
1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births)  19*5 
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Maternal  Mortality 


Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  .  NIL 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  NIL 
Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 

for  England  and  Wales  0.28 

Ife-temal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 
for  Middlesex  . 0.50 


Deaths 

Death-rate  (unadjusted)  per  1,000  population  ..  8.8 

Death-rate  (adjusted)  per  1,000  population  ..  ..  10.0 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population  for  England  and  Wales  12.2 
Death-rate  per  1,000  population  for  Middlesex  (adjusted) 12.0 

BIRTHS 


1963 

Live  Births 

still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

lfe.le 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

219 

171 

390 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

10 

6 

le 

• 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

229 

177 

406 

2 

3 

5 
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DEATHS  -  Causes 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  -  Respiratory  System 

•  • 

•  • 

0 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  -  other  forms 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  Diseases  , . 

1 

0 

1 

Measles  ..  .. 

0 

0 

0 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

•  • 

•  • 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  -  all  forms  and  other  malignant 

neoplasms  • . 

21 

20 

41 

Leukaemia  . .  . . 

1 

0 

1 

Diabetes  • •  • . 

2 

2 

4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

•  • 

12 

18 

30 

Heart  Diseases  . . 

34 

40 

74 

Other  Circulatory  diseases 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

5 

9 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  • .  . . 

3 

4 

7 

Bronchitis  • . 

13 

4 

17 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

•  • 

1 

0 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

3 

5 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

•  • 

0 

0 

0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

0 

0 

0 

hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

0 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

0 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Accidents  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

3 

5 

Suicide  . • 

0 

1 

1 

Other  causes  . .  • . 

•  • 

4 

7 

11 

Totals 

105 

108 

211 

Note.  No  deaths  occurred  from  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  TOiooping 
Cough,  Diphtheria,  Meningococcal  Infections,  Pregnancy,  Child¬ 
birth  or  Abortion, 
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The  following  tables  show  details  of  statistics  for  the 
yeara  since  1941 • 

1.  POPULATION,  RATEABLE  VALUE,  etc. 


Number  of 

' 

Rateable 

t 

Inhabited 

Value  at 

Population 

Year 

Houses 

51st  March 

(mid-year) 

1921  (Census) 

£ 

3135 

1951  (Census ) 

- 

- 

5720 

1941 

4429 

150,369 

14850 

1942 

4429 

153,210 

14660 

1945 

4431 

152,572 

14290 

1944 

4432 

152,896 

14190 

1945 

4432 

153,286 

14270 

1946 

4554 

152,792 

15350 

1947 

4724 

157,854 

16120 

1948 

4837 

162,743 

16540 

1949 

5006 

163,376 

16540 

1950 

5028 

168,564 

16660 

1951 

5074 

169,444 

I68OO  ^Estimate) 
17165  (Census) 

1952 

5149 

171,671 

16970 

1953 

5247 

174,851 

17210 

1954 

5286 

180,500 

17620 

1955 

5485 

187,121 

17790 

1956 

5700 

193,264 

18910 

1957 

6400 

332,572 

20570 

1958 

6970 

346,170 

22000 

1959 

7219 

566 , 460 

22750 

i960 

7300 

389,254 

25140 

1961 

7500 

405,349 

25O8O  (Estimate) 

23360  (Census) 

1962 

7559 

422,417 

25530 

1963 

7637 

1,229,341* 

25870 

*  New  Valuation  List  came  into  force  1st  April,  19^5* 
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2.  HEATH  EATEt  BIRTH  RATE«  fttc,  (miad.iu8ted) 


Year 

Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

Infantile  Mortalitj 
Rate 

1941 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1942 

9.9 

17.1 

25.9 

1945 

9.7 

17.4 

16.1 

1944 

8.9 

20.6 

30.8 

1945 

10.4 

15.4 

56.4 

1946 

8.7 

18,4 

14.1 

1947 

8.9 

19.0 

52.6 

1948 

7.8 

17.7 

6.9 

1949 

7.8 

15.5 

15.9 

1950 

8.4 

15.2 

19.8 

1951 

9.8 

14.6 

24.5 

1952 

8.9 

15.8 

21.5 

1955 

8.5 

14.2 

16,4 

1954 

7.4 

14.0 

12.1 

1955 

8.0 

15.6 

8.5 

1956 

9.2 

15.7 

27.0 

1957 

8.5 

15.5 

15.8 

1958 

7.7 

18.1 

10.1 

1959 

8,8 

16.0 

19.5 

i960 

8.1 

17.1 

20.2 

1961 

7.2 

17.0 

10.2 

1962 

8.4 

16.7 

10.2 

1965 

8.8 

17.0 

12.3 

+  Figures  not  available. 
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Section  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

The  Council's  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  deals  with 
all  matters  relating  to  Public  Health  including  Slum  Clearance, 
Improvement  Grants,  etc.  Certain  other  functions  of  the 
department,  however,  are  specifically  referred  to  other 
Committees,  e.g.  work  covered  by  the  Shops  Act  and  Petroleum 
Acts  is  dealt  with  by  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part-time) 

M.I.  OUTRAM,  M.B.,  Ch.B. ,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  &  Housing  Manager: 

Inspector  londer  the  Petroleum  Acts  &  Shops  Act: 

*  J.H.  ROOLEY,  M.R.S.H.  ,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

*  R.W.  HIXSON,  A.R.S.H. ,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

L.A.  DEAMER,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Rodent  Operator: 

J.D.  SMITH,  resigned  1st  November,  1963 • 

J.W.  BUTCHER,  commenced  duties  11th  November,  1965 • 

*  In  addition  to  the  basic  qualification  and  diploma  for 
Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods,  these  officers  hold  the 
under-mentioned  diploma  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health: - 

Diploma  in  Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Buildings 
and  Public  Works. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


The  laboratory  work  of  the  Council  was  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Central  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Colindale,  N.W.9*  This  laboratory  is  directed  by 
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the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Minis tiy  of  Health. 

The  specimens  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
were : - 


Ice-Cream  Samples  .  72 

Stools  . 57 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


The  Ambulance  Service  is  operated  by  the  Middlesex  County 
Council  and  vehicles  are  kept  at  various  stations  throughout  the 
County.  At  the  present  time  no  vehicles  operate  from  the  Fire 
and  Ambulance  Station,  Mutton  Lane. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 


There  is  a  domiciliary  service  of  midwifery  and  general 
nursing  in  operation  in  the  district  provided  by  the  Area  Health 
Committee. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 


There  are  two  clinics  -  one  at  The  Elms,  High  Street,  Potters 
Bar,  and  one  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  Mutton  Lane.  Both  these 
centres  are  under  the  control  of  the  Area  Health  Committee,  and 
give  facilities  for  ante-natal,  maternity  and  child  welfare, 
dental  and  chiropody  services. 

HOSPITALS 


There  are  two  hospitals  within  the  district  -  Potters  Bar  and 
District  Hospital,  Mutton  Lane,  and  the  Clare  Hall  Hospital  at 
South  Mimms.  They  are  controlled  by  the  Barnet  Group  Hospital 
Management  Committee. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  which  require  removal  to  hospital 
are  normally  sent  to  Coppett's  Wood  Hospital. 

The  Chest  Clinic  for  the  Potters  Bar  area  is  held  at  Clare 

Hall. 
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Section  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUISTMCES  OF  THE  AHEA 

WATER  SUPPLY 


The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company 
and  all  houses  have  a  mains  supply.  During  the  year  435 
samples  representative  of  supply  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination,  and  8  samples  for  chemical  analysis. 

All  the  bacteriological  samples  were  found  to  be  free  from 
Type  I  B.  Coli  in  100  m.l. 

The  water  supply  is  not  plumbo-solvent. 

SEV/ERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

On  the  sewerage  system  and  sewage  disposal  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  reports  as  follows 

"The  maintenance  and  repair  work  on  soil  sewers  followed 
the  normal  pattern. 

During  the  year  a  new  surface  water  sewer  was  laid  in 
Darkes  Lane  and  Church  Road  which  has  materially  improved 
surface  water  conditions  in  this  and  adjacent  areas. 

Work  has  been  completed  on  installing  new  flushing 
equipment  to  three  flushing  chambers  on  soil  sewers  and  work 
is  proceeding  on  two  more. 

The  problem  of  infiltration  of  surface  water  into  the 
soil  sewers  continues  although  eveiy  effort  is  made  to  rectify 
defects  found  during  normal  inspections.  These  improvements, 
coupled  with  routine  inspection  and  maintenance  have  ensured 
that  the  soil  and  surface  water  systems  have  presented  the 
minimum  of  problems  during  the  past  year  and  that  the 
arrangements  for  sev;erage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  district 
are  reasonably  adequate". 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  of  the  Council  reports 

"The  refuse  collection  contractors,  Messrs.  D.  Heath  and 
Sons  Ltd. ,  have  continued  -to  carry  out  the  work  of  refuse 
collection  and  disposal  efficiently  and  have  given  every 
possible  co-operation  in  operating  effectively  the  terms  of 
the  contract.  During  the  year  consultations  have  taken  place 
with  the  company  on  the  condition  and  suitability  of  the 
existing  vehicles,  bearing  in  mind  the  development  of  the 
district  and  the  increasing  volume  of  refuse  to  be  collected. 
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"Messrs.  D.  Heath  &  Sons  Ltd.  have  arranged  to 
purchase  one  new  and  larger  capacity  vehicle  and  the 
introduction  of  this  vehicle,  it  is  anticipated,  will 
deal  effectively  with  the  greater  flow  of  refuse  and 
maintain  regular  weekly  collections. 

Refuse  disposal  has  continued  at  Smallford  under 
facilities  provided  by  Messrs.  Inns  and  Co.  Ltd.,  under 
contract" . 

SWIMMING  POOL 


The  only  swimming  pool  in  the  district  is  attached  to 
restaurant  premises  at  South  Mimms,  and  is  privately  owned. 

The  pool  has  not  been  in  use  for  several  years,  and  in 
September  1956,  the  entire  premises  were  vacated  and  closed 
down. 

FACTORIES  ACT.  1961 

In  accordance  with  Section  155(l)  of  the  Factories  Act,  I96I, 
particulars  of  factories  and  action  taken  under  the  Act  have  been 
forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 

Extracts  from  the  report  are:- 

(a)  Inspections 

65  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  the  84  factories  and  9 
other  premises  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  In  2  factories 
contraventions  of  the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act  were  observed. 

(b)  Outworkers 


Employers'  lists  submitted  showed  that  there  were  52  premises 
where  homework  was  carried  on.  17  inspections  and  other  visits  were 
made. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  -  Section  47 

During  I965  no  action  was  necessary  xmder  the  provisions  of 
this  Section. 

Section  D  -  Housing 

(See  page  20  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector's  Report), 
Section  E  -  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(See  page  25  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector's  Report). 
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Section  F 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CQITOROL  OVER.  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


The  notifiable  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  during  the 
year,  1965?  v/ere:- 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

21 

mm 

mm 

Measles 

415 

2 

- 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

• 

TOTALS 

441 

4 

- 

The  following  figures  show  notifications  of  certain 
infectious  diseases  since  1941s- 


Year 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

1941 

23 

4 

0 

271 

137 

1942 

55 

4 

3 

194 

132 

1943 

35 

0 

0 

280 

51 

1944 

10 

0 

0 

25 

76 

1945 

14 

0 

0 

287 

22 

1946 

36 

1 

8 

104 

44 

1947 

11 

0 

3 

51 

58 

1948 

17 

0 

1 

108 

57 

1949 

11 

0 

1 

278 

45 

1950 

44 

0 

8 

506 

144 

1951 

15 

0 

3 

179 

67 

1952 

17 

0 

1 

164 

21 

1953 

22 

0 

1 

581 

142 

1954 

23 

0 

0 

8 

55 

1955 

4 

0 

1 

537 

9 

1956 

2 

0 

1 

30 

25 

1957 

6 

0 

0 

501 

16 

1958 

11 

0 

1 

20 

6 

1959 

5 

0 

1 

698 

9 

i960 

1 

0 

1 

16 

77 

1961 

0 

0 

2 

440 

5 

1962 

4 

0 

0 

36 

2 

1963 

4 

0 

0 

415 

21 

14' 


UaMUNISATION 


This  service  is  carried  out  by  the  Area  Medical  Officer 
and  she  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  figures  and  information 
relating  to  Potters  Bar  children. 


Diphtheria 

Tetanus 

Whooping 

Oou^ 

Ifumber  of  children  who 
completed  full  course  of 
primary  immunisation  * 

572 

1,009 

524 

Number  of  children  who 
received  reinforcing 
injections 

636 

441 

211 

*  Most  of  the  very  young  children  who  were  immunised  were 
protected  against  all  three  diseases  at  the  same  time  iising 
•triple'  antigen.  In  fact,  522  children  were  protected  in  this 
way  during  I963. 

Since  the  beginning  of  19^5  we  have  made  tetanus  immuni¬ 
sation  available  as  a  routine  procedure  also,  during  our 
regular  visits  to  Jmior  and  Infant  Schools ,  in  order  to  give 
boost  and  primary  injections  against  diphtheria.  Many  school 
children  are  receiving  primary  immunisation  against  tetanus 
xmder  this  arrangement.  Boost  injections  against  tetanus  are 
also  available  during  during  these  visits  for  children  previously 
immunised  against  tetanus,  and  these  are  usually  given  combined 
with  a  boost  dose  against  diphtheria  in  the  one  injection. 

During  a  recent  survey  of  children  in  the  Area  who  were 
born  in  I96I,  it  was  found  that  in  Potters  Bar  97«55^  had  been 
immunised  against  diphtheria  and  91  *05^  iiad  been  vaccinated 
against  smallpox  before  reaching  their  second  birthday. 

I  regret  that  separate  figures  for  polio  vaccination  in 
respect  of  Potters  Bar  are  not  available  as  all  statistics 
relating  to  this  type  of  vaccination  are  kept  on  an  Area  basis 
only. 
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AMIYSIS  UimER  AGE  GROUPS  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES  -  1965 


Diseases 

0-4 

5-14 

15-44 

45-64 

Over 

65 

Total 

1965 

Total 

1962 

Typhoid 

- 

- 

1 

• 

1 

• 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

15 

7 

1 

- 

- 

21 

2 

Measles 

217 

192 

4 

- 

- 

413 

36 

Aoute  Pnoumonia 

- 

1 

- 

~ 

- 

1 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

TOTALS 

252 

202 

7 

- 

- 

441 

42 

TUBERCULOSIS  -  1963 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory  Non-respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Age 

Periods 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M  P 

0-1 

1-5 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm  mm 

5-15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-25 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25-35 

- 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

55-45 

- 

- 

- 

-  ^ 

- 

- 

- 

45-55 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55-65 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over  65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

-  - 

Totals 

1965 

3 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Totals 

1962 

3 

• 

•• 

1 

* 

•  • 

•16 


The  niomhers  of  persons  on  the  tuberculosis  register  at  the 
commencement  and  end  of  the  year  are  shown  in  the  following 
table,  as  the  foregoing  gives  no  indication  of  inward  and  out¬ 
ward  transfers,  or  of  i)erson3  cured. 


1965 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonaiy 

Total 

M 

P 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Total  on  register 
at  commencement 
of  year 

54 

34 

88 

1 

2 

3 

91 

Total  on  register 
at  end  of  year 

42 

34 

76 

1 

1 

2 

78 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  FOBLIC  HEALTH  IMSFECTOR 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  for  the  year  1965* 

The  collection  of  material  and  statistics  for,  and  the 
preparation  of,  the  Annual  Report  for  any  particular  year  com¬ 
mences  on  the  1st  January  of  the  following  year,  and  continues 
until  the  day  the  completed  draft  is  handed  over  (with  considerable 
relief)  to  the  printers  or  typists  for  final  printing  and  binding. 

The  accumulation  of  much  of  the  material  continues  more  or  less 
automatically  throughout  the  year  by  means  of  the  variotis  filing  and 
recording  systems  in  the  department,  but  for  certain  parts  of  the 
Report  some  research  and  investigation  into  records,  Committee  and 
Council  Minutes,  etc.  are  required.  In  January  each  year,  it  is 
almost  invariably  my  wish  and  intention  to  effect  improvements  in 
the  format  of  the  Report  and  to  introduce  new  items,  some  of  which 
may  have  been  requested  by  members.  Unfortunately,  these  intentions 
always  seem  to  be  frustrated  for  one  reason  or  another,  and  as  the 
time  approaches  for  the  publication  of  the  Report  its  preparation 
becomes  more  and  more  a  race  against  time,  and  the  improvements  and 
innovations  which  were  to  have  been  introduced  fall  by  the  wayside. 
When  the  comments  are  being  written,  usually  six  months  after  the 
end  of  the  year  under  review,  it  is  often  difficult  to  adjust  one¬ 
self  to  the  circumstances  of  the  previous  year,  and  one  is 
unconsciously  influenced  by  the  circumstances  existing  at  the  time 
of  preparation.  Because  of  this,  events  worthy  of  comment  may  appear 
only  as  "statistics'* ! 

In  my  introduction  to  last  year's  Report,  I  referred  to  the 
increasing  pressure  of  work  affecting  the  time  able  to  be  devoted 
to  routine  matters.  This  pressure  continued,  and  is  reflected  in 
the  reduced  number  of  inspections  shown  in  some  of  the  tables  which 
follow.  Apart  from  this,  however,  public  health  administration  is 
changing,  and  it  is  becoming  increasingly  necessary  to  devote  more 
time  to  administrative  duties  in  the  office.  This  position  is 
aggravated  by  the  mass  of  literature  which  is  now  received  -  new 
legislation,  regulations,  explanatory  circulars,  technical  and 
advisory  publications  from  Government  departments  and  other  public 
bodies,  etc.  etc.  -  all  these  must  be  read  and  digested.  I  am  toppy  j 
to  say  that  the  Council  recognized  this  position,  and  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  invited  me  to  submit  proposals  for  streng^ening  e 
establishment  of  the  department.  M^f'  proposals  which,  briefly,  I 
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were  based  on  a  strengthening  of  the  clerical  and  administration 
section,  were  accepted,  but  were  not  able  to  be  put  into  effect 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  By  this  step  it  was  intended  that, 
inter  alia,  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  could  be  relieved  of 
duties  capable  of  being  carried  out  by  unqualified  personnel, 
thus  enabling  them  to  devote  more  time  to  the  work  for  which 
their  training,  qualifications  and  experience  are  necessary. 

In  1963*  the  Shops,  Offices  and  Railway  Premises  Act 
became  law,  although  not  operative  until  1964*  It  was  apparent, 
however,  from  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  that  its  administration 
by  the  Public  Health  department  would  involve  a  considerable 
amount  of  time.  During  1963 »  too,  it  was  decided  that  in  future 
the  investigation  of  complaints  and  any  subsequent  action  under 
the  Noise  Abatement  Act  should  be  undertaken  by  this  department. 
This  is  a  subject  on  which  members  of  the  public  appear  to  be 
becoming  increasingly  sensitive,  and  the  investigation  and 
satisfactoiy  resolution  of  the  complaints  received  are  particu¬ 
larly  time-consuming. 

Members  will  notice  that  the  usual  informative  Report  from 
the  Chief  Officer  of  the  Middlesex  Public  Control  Department 
relating  to  work  carried  out  in  the  Potters  Bar  district  is  mis¬ 
sing  this  year.  This  is  regrettable,  as  Mr.  O’Keefe  formerly 
has  supplied  most  interesting  details  on  this  subject.  As  there 
will  be  only  one  more  Report  whilst  Potters  Bar  is  within 
Middlesex,  it  is  unlikely  that  Mr.  O’Keefe  will  be  able  to  fur¬ 
nish  any  further  information  for  inclusion  in  these  Reports, 
and  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my  thanks 
to  him  for  his  help  and  co-operation  in  previous  years. 

As  anticipated  in  last  year’s  Report,  the  number  of  improve¬ 
ment  grants  dealt  with  showed  a  considerable  increase,  and  in 
addition  to  those  relating  to  privately  owned  property,  the 
Council’s  programme  for  similar  improvement  schemes  to  Council 
houses  was  also  commenced.  During  the  next  few  years,  it  is 
hoped  that  every  property  owned  by  the  Council  will  be  brought 
to  a  completely  modem  standard  of  amenity. 

Two  changes  in  the  staff  occurred  during  1963}  ^ut  of  those 
remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year  I  can  say  that  they  have  worked 
well  and  conscientiously.  Their  loyal  support,  particularly  at 
times  of  difficulty,  is  appreciated. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

J.H.  ROOLEY 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


Slum  Clearance 

Work  in  connection  with  the  Council’s  slum  clearance 
programme  proceeded  during  1^63 j  hut  on  a  very  limited  scale. 

No  houses  were  represented  for  demolition  or  closure,  but  8 
houses  were  demolished  and  2  families ,  with  a  total  of  7  persons , 
were  re-housed  by  the  Council  from  unfit  property.  During  the 
year  negotiations  continued  for  the  purchase  by  the  Council  of 
Nos.  I7O-I86,  Barnet  Road,  and  95-115  Southgate  Road,  two  blocks 
of  old  terraced  property  containing  several  houses  in  the  Council’s 
slum  clearance  programme .  The  estimated  number  of  houses  remain¬ 
ing  unfit  and  incapable  of  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost  at  the  31st 
December  I963  was  24.  Of  these,  approximately  12  foim  part  of  the 
above  blocks  awaiting  purchase  by  the  Council,  and  4  s,re  empty. 

The  remainder  consist  almost  entirely  of  farm-houses  and  owner- 
occupied  property. 

The  table  below  shows  the  progress  made  with  slum  clearance 
since  the  programme  started  in  1955 s- 


i 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1965 

Totals 

Houses  represented  to 
Council  - 
Formally  or 
Informally 

16 

17 

14* 

8 

8 

8 

7 

2 

80 

Unfit  Houses  actually 
demolished  or  closed 

(a)  After  Formal  or 
Informal  action 

12 

15 

6 

10 

10 

6 

+11 

5 

3 

78 

(b)  Voluntarily  by 
Owners 

2 

1 

5 

6 

2 

- 

4 

- 

5 

23 

*  One  dwelling  house  represented  as  unfit  and  incapable  of 
at  a  reasonable  cost  was  subsequently  the  subject  of  appeal,  and  y 
agreement  with  the  owner,  the  house  was  eventually  made  fit. 


+  One  property  which  was  the  subject  of  a  Closing  Order  made  ^ 
1961  was  imprS^ed  with  the  aid  of  an  improvement  ^ant  during  the 
year,  and  subsequently  made  fit  for  human  habitation. 
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Repair 


In  addition  to  procedure  \mder  Section  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957 »  and  inspections  in  connection  with  improvement  grants, 
25  primary  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 
were  carried  out  mainly  as  a  result  of  complaints  received. 

These  figures  do  not  include  those  houses  dealt  with  for  choked 
drainage  only  and  which  numbered  81,  being  the  houses  affected 
by  54  blockages. 

During  the  year  defects  at  56  dwelling  hoiises  were  remedied 
after  formal  or  informal  action. 

A  summary  of  these  repairs  is  given  belowj- 

Nmber  of 

Drainage  Houses 


Drains  relaid,  repaired  or  improved  ••  ••  ..  17 

Drains  unstopped  (54  blockages)  ..  ..  ..  ••  81 

Eavesgutters  and  downpipes  repaired,  renewed  or 

unstopped  ••  ••  ••  ••  . .  11 

Soil  and  waste  pipes  repaired/renewed  .  1 

Water  Supply 

Water  supply  re-instated .  2 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Flushing  cisterns  and/or  flushpipes  repaired  or 

renewed  . .  1 

Water-closets  renewed/re paired  . 

Mscellaneous  Repairs 

Staircases  renewed/repaired  .  1 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  .  4 

Underfloor  ventilation  provided  or  improved  ....  1 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  .  11 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  .  5 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  or  renewed . . .  8 

Dustbins  provided  ..  ..  .  . . .  - 

Ventilated  food  cupboard  provided  . 

Yard  surface  repaired  .  - 

Sinks  renews d/repaired  .  - 

Kitchen  range  renews d/repaired  .  1 

Doors  renewed/repaired  . .  4 

Ventilation  of  rooms  inprcved . ••  ^ 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  . 1 

Brickwork  repaired  or  renewed  .  . .  8 

Gills  repaired  or  renewed  . .  2 

Miscellaneous  repairs  ..  ..  2 


-21- 


Improvement  Grants 


The  survey  of  those  houses  considered  suitable  for  improvement 
with  the  aid  of  Standard  or  Discretionary  Grants  requested  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  circular  42/62  was  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  early  part  of  the  year.  In  all,  244  houses  were 
visited  and  inspected  of  which  138  were  without  all  amenities  or 
were  sufficiently  deficient  to  warrant  the  carrying  out  of  an 
improvement  scheme.  In  35  cases,  however,  there  were  circumstances 
which  indicated  that  at  the  time  it  was  not  worth  while  making  any 
approach  to  the  owners.  The  net  result  of  the  sinrvey  therefore  was 
that  there  wei^  in  this  district  about  105  houses  vdiich  were  con¬ 
sidered  well  worth  preserving  by  the  carrying  out  of  schemes  under 
the  Improvement  Grant  provisions.  The  owners  of  these  105  proper¬ 
ties  were  approached  and  given  details  of  the  grant  aided  schemes 
available . 


As  expected,  the  number  of  enquiries  regarding  improvement 
grants  received  during  the  year  was  far  in  excess  of  previous  years, 
and  fourteen  formal  applications  were  received  for  Discretionary 
Grants  and  one  for  a  Standard  Grant.  These  were  all  approved.  Details 
are  given  below: - 


Discretionary  Grants 

Premises  Hature  of  Improvements 


Cost  and  Amount 

of  Grant 


6, Richmond  Road  Provision  of  a  bath,  wash-hand 

basin  and  water  closet,  domestic 
hot  water  supply  and  electricity 
to  rooms  without  supply. 


9^109  »Blanche  Lane  Provision  of  three  bathrooms 
(6  almshouses)  each  with  bath,  water  closet 

and  wash  hand  basin,  three 
separate  water  closets,  six 
ventilated  food  stores  and  a 
domestic  hot  water  supply. 


194 »  l&itton  Lane  Provision  of  a  bath,  wash  hand 

basin  and  water  closet  and 
extension  of  the  domestic  hot 
water  supply.  . 


6 9> Church  Road  Provision  of  a  bath,  wash  hand 

basin  and  water  closet,  domestic 
hot  water  supply,  ventilated 
food  store  and  the  insertion  of 
a  damp-proof  course. 


£559.18.0d. 

(£279*19-Od.) 


£4,945.17.6d. 
(£2,400.  O.Od.) 


£545.  O.Od. 
(£272.10.0d.) 


£842.  a.Od. 
(£400.  O.Od.) 
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Premises 

32 , Quakers  Lane 


93, Church  Road 


Nature  of  Improvements 

Provision  of  a  bath,  wash 
hand  basin  and  water  closet, 
domestic  hot  water  supply 
and  a  ventilated  food  store. 

Provision  of  a  bath,  wash 
hand  basin  and  water  closet, 
domestic  hot  water  supply  and 
a  ventilated  food  store. 


Cost  &  Amount 

of  Grant 

£720.12.0d. 
(£360.  6.0d.) 


£515-  O.Od. 
(£257.10.0d.) 


101,  Church  Road  Provision  of  a  bath,  wash 

hand  basin  and  water  closet, 
domestic  hot  water  supply 
and  a  ventilated  food  store. 


£515.  O.Od. 
(£257.10.0d. ) 


196,  l&itton  Lane 


67, Church  Road 


Provision  of  a  bath,  wash 
hand  basin  and  water  closet, 
domestic  hot  water  supply 
and  a  ventilated  food  store. 

Provision  of  a  shower,  wash 
hand  basin  and  a  water  closet, 
domestic  hot  water  supply 
and  a  ventilated  food  store. 


£801.17. 9ci. 

(£400.  O.Od.) 


£813.  O.Od. 
(£400,  O.Od.) 


Standard  Grants 


Premises 


Nature  of  Improvements 


60, Blanche  Lane  Provision  of  a  domestic  hot 

water  supply  and  a  ventilated 
food  store. 


Amount  of 

Grant 

£85.  O.Od. 


Also  in  the  year  under  review  works  commenced  on  improving 
88  parlour  type  Council  houses  in  Cranborne  Road. 


Certificates  of  Disrepair 

During  the  year,  there  were  several  enqixiries  concerning 
rent  control  and  procedure  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  l^ut  no 
official  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received. 
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Housing  Management 


For  the  first  time  since  1946,  no  new  Council  dwellings 
were  completed  during  the  year  under  review.  New  building  is 
expected  to  recommence  towards  the  end  of  I964,  and  negotiations 
proceeded  to  acquire  two  blocks  of  old  cottage  property  in 
Barnet  Road  and  Southgate  Road,  so  that  the  sites  coiild  be 
redeveloped. 

Because  of  the  lack  of  new  properties,  only  29  families 
were  housed  from  the  waiting  list  and  2  from  properties  to  be 
demolished.  In  all,  however,  a  total  of  60  lettings  was  made  - 
this  figure  including  transfers. 

At  the  beginning  of  I965,  a  period  of  exceptionally  severe 
weather  was  experienced,  and  this  had  considerable  effect  on 
the  maintenance  of  Council  properties.  For  many  weeks  the 
normal  programme  of  repair  could  not  continue  and  it  was  some 
months  before  the  accmulated  arrears  were  disposed  of.  Fuel 
supplies  were  difficult,  but  special  arrangements  were  made 
to  ensure  that  the  needs  of  the  Council’s  aged  tenants  were  met. 

The  Council’s  programme  of  renewing  and  modernising  the 
electrical  installations  at  pre-war  houses  continued,  and 
during  the  year  a  further  91  houses  were  completed. 

Work  also  commenced  on  the  improvement  scheme  for  Cranbome 
Road  houses  and  20  houses  had  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

In  the  early  months  of  I963,  the  Council’s  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Committee  spent  considerable  time  examining  the 
provisions  of  the  Points  Scheme.  Certain  amendments  eventually 
were  made  but  they  were  mainly  of  a  minor  nat\ire.  A  review  of 
the  waiting  list  was  also  carried  out  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  outstanding  applications  on  the  list  were 


258 

78 

15 


General 
Aged  Persons 
Single  Persons 


349 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  decided  that  a 
programme  of  routine  inspection  of  all  Council  properties  should 
be  undertaken  and  for  this  and  other  purposes  referred  to  else¬ 
where,  a  reorganization  of  the  staffing  of  the  Department  was 
carried  out.  Consideration  was  also  given  to  the  question  of 
transferring  Rent  Collection  from  the  Treasurer’s  Dept,  but 
this  matter  was  deferred  pending  the  provision  of  the  new  Civic 
Centre. 
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INSPECTION  Aim  SUPERVISION  OF  POOD 


Routine  work  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  food 
establishments  and  vehicles  and  in  the  general  supervision  of  the 
food  supplies  continued  during  the  year,  although  on  a  reduced 
scale  due  to  other  commitments. 

220  inspections  and  other  visits  were  made  to  the  various 
food  premises,  vehicles,  etc,  in  which  food  was  prepared,  stored 
or  sold.  14  informal  notices  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 » 
and  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations,  i960,  were  served  during  1963 > 

10  informal  notices  were  complied  with  duidng  the  year. 

The  tables  that  follow  show  at  the  31st  December,  1963 »  the 
principal  food  trades  in  the  district,  and  the  nxmiber  registered 
under  Section  16  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955!” 


Catering  Establishments 

^a)  Resta\irants ,  Cafes,  etc.,  ••  •• 
^b)  School  Meals  Centres  ••  ..  •• 

r c )  Works  Canteens  • •  • .  •  • 

(d)  Hospital  and  Institution  Kitchens.* 


24) 

6) 


Bakehouses  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  2 

Butchers  ..  ..  . .  . .  I6 

Fishmongers  *•  .*  .  ..  ..  ••  5 

Grocers  . ••  33 

Greengrocers .  • .  •  •  • .  12 

Milk  Distributing  Depots  ••  ••  3 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ••  ..  5 

Public  Houses  .  .  13 

Sweet  Shops  ..  . .  ••  ••  ••  18 


Ice-cream:  - 


Jfenuf  actiirers  ••  ..  ••  ••  ••  ••  Nil 

Vendors  only  (Registered)  ..  .  45 
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Number  of  food  premises,  "by  type,  registered  under 

Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act«  1955 


Storage,  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice-cream..  ..  ..  ..  45 

Manufacture  of  sausages  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Boiling  of  hams  ••  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  6 

Cooking  of  poultry  ..  ..  . . .  ..  ..  5 

Frying  of  fish . .  2 

70 


Below  is  a  classification  of  the  visits  paid  to  food 
establishments  and  vehicles 


Type  of  premises  Visits 


Cafes,  licensed  premises,  etc.,  ..  ..  ..  ..  74 

Bakehouses .  ..  23 

Butchers '  shops .  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

Milk  Depots  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Other  food  premises  ..  ..  ..  ..  .  $6 


Milk  and  other  food  delivery  vehicles,  hawkers,  etc..  10 

220 


A  record  of  improvements  effected  at  the  various  food 
establishments  aa  a  result  of  these  visits  is  shown  below: - 


Food  gyg.  No.  of 

Reg.  Premises 

6  Cleansing  of  articles  and  equipment  carried  out  1 

6  Articles  and  equipment  repaired,  renewed  or 

improved  .  ••  1 

6  '  Risk  of  contamination  to  articles  and/or 

equipment  removed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

14  Sanitary  convenience  repaired  . .  1 

16  Hot  water  supplies  provided  in  connection  with 

wash  basins .  2 

17  First  aid  materials  provided  ..  ..  ..  2 

19  Hot  water  supplies  provided  in  connection  with 

sinks  . .  2 

23  Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ..  ..  ..  3 

23  Walls  and  ceilings  renewed  or  repaired..  ..  3 

23  Food  rooms  cleansed  . ••  4 
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No,  of 

Miscellaneous  Premises 


Dustbins  provided  . .  2 

Drainage  provided,  repaired  or  renewed  ,,  ..  1 

Other  improvements  .  2 


Certificates  of  Exemption 

No  Certificates  of  Exemption  under  the  Pood  hygiene  Regu¬ 
lations,  i960,  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Ice-Cream 


For  the  first  time  in  many  years,  no  ice-cream  was  manu¬ 
factured  in  the  district.  Supplies  to  retail  shops  were  obtained 
from  two  well  known  manufacturers  outside  the  district,  and  as 
usual  there  were  several  itinerant  traders  retailing  within  the 
district  from  premises  outside. 

One  new  application  for  registration  under  Section  I6  of  the 
Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 >  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream 
was  received  and  approved,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
45  premises  registered. 


During  1963>  72  samples  of  ice-cream  were  obtained  and 
subjected  to  the  methylene  blue  test  at  the  Central  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Colindale.  The  results  were  as  follows - 


Satisfactory 
Grade  1  Grade  2 


Unsatisfactory 

Grade 


Samples  from  retail  premises 

61 

6 

Samples  from  itinerant 

vendors 

3 

1 

1 

64 

7 

1 

(86.9^) 

(9.755) 

(1.4^) 

The  one  unsatisfactory  sample  obtained  was  reported  to  the 
Local  Authority  in  whose  area  the  vendor  had  his  business. 
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Food  Poisoning 


Several  cases  of  suspect  food  poisoning  were  investigated 
during  the  year,  but  no  cases  were  confirmed. 

Inspection  of  Food 


The  table  following  shows  the  food  which  was  examined  and 
found  unfit  for  human  cons\imption  and  subsequently  surrendered 
and  destroyedj- 

Unsound  Food  -  1963  ' 


Home  Killed  Meat 

•  • 

^  • 

lbs. 

56 

ozs. 

15 

pints 

Meat  Pie  ..  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

24 

8 

Wet  Fish  ..  .. 

«  • 

•  • 

42 

0 

Frozen  Prawns  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

0 

Tinned  Meat  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

49 

11 

Tinned  Vegetables 

•  • 

•  • 

64 

Tinned  Fruit  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

124 

Tinned  Fish  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

Tinned  Jam  •• 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

0 

Tinned  Cream  . • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

8 

Tinned  Rice  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

15 

Tinned  Soup  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

4 

Tinned  Milk  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

5cwts.l  qtr. 

11  lb. 

8i-ozs  6  pts 

All  condemned  food  was  disposed  of  either  by  burning  in  the 
furnace  of  Clare  Hall  Hospital,  or  rendered  xmusable  and  disposed  of 
at  the  Eefuse  Tip  at  Cole  Green,  Hatfield, 

Slaughterhouses 

There  are  no  public  or  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  (Adulteration,  etc) . 

These  duties  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Control  Department 
of  the  Middlesex  County  Council  and  in  normal  circumstances  a  very 
comprehensive  and  interesting  report  on  the  work  carried  out  in 
Potters  Bar  is  supplied  by  Mr.  John  A.  O’Keefe,  Chief  Officer  of 
that  Department.  This  year,  however,  he  has  fo\ind  the  compilation 
of  a  separate  report  for  this  district  extremely  difficult  due  to 
the  pressure  of  administrative  work  in  connection  with  the  Weights 
and  Meas\ires  Act,  19^5,  and  the  transfer  of  functions  under  the 
London  Government  Act,  1965*  It  is  regretted,  therefore,  that  the 
usual  summary  on  this  aspect  of  food  administration  cannot  appear 
this  year. 
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RODENT  CONTROL,  iq6^ 


In  the  year  under  review  113  notifications  of  rats  and/or 
mice  were  received  and  investigated  compared  with  115  during 
1962.  The  number  of  primary  surveys  carried  out  as  a  routine 
measure  or  associated  with  notifications  was  228  compared  with 
266  in  1962,  and  the  number  of  treatments  was  comparable  with 
last  year  (92  compared  with  95  last  year). 

As  in  previous  years,  the  methods  of  eradication  employed 
were  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Biinistry  of 
Agricult\ire ,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

The  types  of  infestation  encountered  followed  the  usual 
pattern  -  gardens,  yards  and  outbuildings  attached  to  dwelling 
houses  predominating. 

Below  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  depart¬ 
ment  dviring  1962:- 


Number  of  primary  surveys  carried  out 


notification 

otherwise 


228 


Total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection 
with  Rodent  Control 


’a)  by  Public  Health  Inspector  . . 8I) 

|b)  by  Rodent  Operator  . .  ••  632) 


Number 

out 


of  separate  treatments 

carried 

Rats 

Mice 

Total 

by  Local  Authority 

•  •  •  •  67 

17 

84 

by  Occupiers  .. 

•  *  •  •  7 

1 

8 

74 

18 

92 

Number  of  cases  where  no  infestation  was  found  ••  I36 


The  details  that  follow  show  the  types  of  infestation  dealt 
with:- 


Rats  Mice  Total 


Dwelling  Houses  .  4 

Gardens  and  Yards  (including  outbuildings)  47 

Sewers  and  drains  .  - 

Agric\iltural  Property  . .  . .  1 

Schools  (including  Meals  Centres)  ..  ••  J 

Shop  Premises  .  3 

Building  Sites  .  4 

Other  Premises  ..  ..  . . 12 


0 


2 

3 

5 


12 

47 

1 

5 

6 

4 

17 


74  18  92 


Details  of  action  taken  Tuider  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949s- 

Uumber  of  informal  notices  served  in  respect  of 

fa^  treatments  .  lO).- 

(b)  structural  work  (proofing)  ..  9)  ^ 

Humber  of  statutory  notices  served  .. 

Legal  proceedings  instituted  . .  • • 

Premises  rat-proofed  .  9 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

The  disinfection  of  premises  and/or  articles  was  carried  out 
in  connection  with  the  following  diseases 

Tuberculosis  2 

Measles  (Potters  Bar  Hospital)  1 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  department  in  connection  with  the 
eradication  of  insect  pests,  other  than  wasps,  was  confined  almost 
entirely  to  advisory  measures.  At  two  private  houses,  however, 
fly  infestation  was  severe  and  treatments  were  carried  out  success¬ 
fully. 

It  was  another  notable  year  for  the  number  of  wasps •  nests 
infesting  premises  and  land.  I65  premises  were  treated  by  the 
department  and  advice  was  offered  in  many  other  cases. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


The  Urban  Distriot  is  not  within  an  area  defined  as  a 
"black  area"  and  it  has  no  industrial  smoke  problem.  It  has , 
however,  the  usual  problem  from  dwelling  houses. 

Clean  Air  Act.  1956 

(a)  Smoke  Control  Areas 

During  the  year  a  detailed  survey  of  proposed  Smoke  Control 
Area  No*l  was  carried  out,  and  in  October  the  Council,  in 
exercise  of  its  powers  under  Section  11  of  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
1956,  made  the  "Potters  Bar  Urban  District  No.l  Smoke  Control 
Order,  I965"  declaring  the  area  defined  in  pink  on  the  plan 
submitted  a  smoke  control  area.  This  area  comprised  the  whole 
of  the  Edmonton  Borough  Council  housing  estate  plus  a  few 
private  houses  and  commercial  premises  on  the  west  side  of 
Barnet  Road.  The  Order  is  due  to  become  operative  on  the 
1st  October,  I964.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Minister’s  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  Order  was  awaited. 

(b)  Smoke  Nuisances.  Section  I6 

Only  infrequently  is  it  found  necessary  to  take  any  action 
in  regard  to  smoke  nuisances.  I  feel  it  is  worth  recording, 
however,  that  following  representations  to  the  Barnet  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee  on  several  occasions  concerning 
the  emission  of  smoke  from  the  furnaces  of  the  Clare  Hall  hos¬ 
pital,  South  Mirams,  these  furnaces  were  in  December,  19^3 » 
converted  to  oil  burning. 

(0)  Building  Byelaw  re  heating  and  cooking  appliances 

A  new  building  byelaw  made  under  Section  24  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act  was  adopted  by  the  Coimcil  in  1957*  This  Byelaw  is 
designed  to  ensure  that  domestic  appliances  installed  in  new 
buildings  are  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuels  or  are  otherwise 
capable  of  smokeless  operation. 

(d)  New  Furnaces  (Section  3) 

All  applications  under  Section  3  (2)  for  the  prior  approval 
of  new  furnaces  are  dealt  with  jointly  by  the  Engineer  and  Sur¬ 
veyor  and  myself,  but  during  the  year  no  applications  were 
received. 

One  notification  under  Section  3  (3)  regarding  the  instal¬ 
lation  of  a  new  furnace  was  received. 
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(e)  Heiflfat  of  Chimneys  (Section  10 ) 

Plans  of  new  buildings  (other  than  dwellings,  shops  and 
offices)  which  indicate  the  proposed  erection  of  a  chimney,  are 
examined  jointly  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  myself.  During 
the  year,  no  such  plans  were  received. 

(f )  National  Survey  of  Air  Pollution 

In  1961,  the  Council  agreed  to  the  request  of  the  Department 
of  Scientific  &  Industrial  Research  to  co-operate  in  a  national 
survey  of  atmospheric  pollution,  and  for  this  purpose  set  up  2 
air  pollution  measurement  stations.  These  were  established  at 
Wyllyotts  Manor  and,  in  collaboration  with  the  Education  Office, 
at  Mount  Grace  School, 

At  each  of  these  sites  apparatxas  is  installed  to  measure  the 
concentration  of  smoke  and  sulphtir-dioxide  in  the  atmosphere. 
Readings  are  taken  daily  and  are  sent  for  analysis  to  the  Warren 
Springs  Laboratory  at  Stevenage  at  the  end  of  every  4  or  5-week 
period.  Readings  taken  throughout  the  country  are  subsequently 
tabulated  etc. ,  and  published  monthly  by  the  Department  of 
Scientific  &  Industrial  Research. 

DRAINAGE 

During  the  year  37  choked  drainage  systems  involving  84 
premises  were  dealt  with  by  the  department,  and  at  18  premises 
the  drainage  systems  were  repaired,  reconstructed  or  enlarged. 

MISCELLANEOIJS 


Caravans 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  four  licensed 
caravan  sites  in  the  district,  on  which  a  total  of  foiir  caravans 
were  authorised.  With  the  exception  of  one  site  with  permanent 
planning  permission,  all  held  short  term  planning  consents  vary¬ 
ing  from  three  to  five  years. 

In  addition.  Nursery  Farm  was  still  occupied  as  a  caravan 
site  despite  the  expiration  of  the  site  licence  on  November, 

1962.  Further  planning  applications  were  made  by  the  occupier 
of  the  site,  one  of  which  was  rejected  by  the  Planning  Authority 
and  is  the  subject  of  an  appeal  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government.  No  fiirther  site  licence  has  been  issued  pend¬ 
ing  the  determination  of  this  appeal. 
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Luring  the  year  one  new  application  was  received,  planning 
consent  for  two  years  was  granted,  and  a  licence  with  conditions 
attached,  authorising  two  caravans,  was  issued. 

Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

One  factory  in  which  the  manufacture  of  soft  furnishings 
is  carried  on  is  registered  under  the  above  Act, 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Three  applications  for  licences  to  keep  pet  shops  were 
received  during  the  year,  and  at  each  shop  conditions  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory  and  licences  were  issued. 

Street  Trading 

Although  several  enquiries  were  made  during  the  year,  no 
formal  applications  under  the  Middlesex  County  Council  Act,  1944 > 
were  received. 

General 


The  administration  of  various  other  Acts  of  Parliament  is 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  these  include 

Shops  Act,  1950* 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  &  Welfare  Provisions)  Act, 1956, 

Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations, 

Inspection  duties  under  the  Shops  Act  are  usually  combined 
with  those  under  other  headings  carried  out  at  shop  premises, 
but  many  enq\iiries  are  dealt  with,  usually  in  connection  with 
hours  of  closing,  Sunday  trading,  etc. 

One  problem  which  has  to  be  kept  under  observation  is  the 
growing  practice  by  some  persons  of  conducting  sales  of  certain 
articles,  partic\xlarly  carpets,  from  premises  which  are  not  shops, 
outside  the  normal  hours  for  the  particular  trade.  On  one  occasion 
during  the  year  attention  was  drawn,  by  the  widespread  distri¬ 
bution  of  hand  bills,  to  a  sale  of  carpets,  household  linen,  etc, 
from  one  of  the  local  halls,  commencing  at  "the  early 

closing  day.  Representations  were  made  to  the  owners  and  occu¬ 
pier  of  the  hall  concerned,  who  expressed  considerable  concern. 
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The  firm  who  intended  to  hold  the  sale  was  also  approached  and 
warned  of  the  possible  consequences  of  going  ahead  with  the  sale. 

It  would  not  agree,  however,  to  cancel  the  sale.  Eventually, 
the  owners  of  the  hall  made  a  last  minute  cancellation  of  the 
booking  sind  the  sale  was  not  held. 

The  Council’s  various  functions  under  the  Acts  and  Regu¬ 
lations  dealing  with  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  and  other 
substances  subject  to  licence  are  also  administered  by  the  Public 
Health  Department. 

During  I963 »  two  new  licences  were  approved  -  one  ,f or  3  »000 
gallons  and  the  other  for  500.  In  neither  case  was  the  work  of 
installation  completed  before  the  end  of  the  year.  In  addition, 
an  existing  licence  was  amended  to  permit  increased  storage  - 
from  2,000  to  10,000  gallons,  but  in  this  case  too,  the  work  of 
installation  of  the  new  tanks  was  not  completed  before  the  end 
of  the  year. 

All  new  tanks  are  tested  at  the  time  of  installation  (by  air 
pressure)  and  existing  tanks  tested  periodically  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  particular  licence,  (usually  by  ullage  test). 
In  1963 »  six  existing  tanks  at  5  premises  were  tested  prior  to  the 
renewal  of  licences. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  51  licences  were  in  force  and  these 
permitted  a  total  storage  capacity  of  110,650  gallons. 

One  weekend  in  February  of  1963 »  a-  serious  petrol  leak  was 
discovered  at  a  filling  station  in  the  district.  Large  quantities 
of  petrol  were  found  in  water  service  inspection  chambers  and  in 
the  tank  inspection  pits.  The  Fire  Brigade  and  Petrol  Company 
representatives  attended,  and  after  rendering  the  area  safe,  the 
suspected  tanks  and  pipe  lines  were  tested.  These  tests  revealed 
a  leaking  suction  pipe  which  was  replaced. 
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GENERAL  SAMTARY  ADMINISTRATION 


Visits  and  Inspections  made  during  the  Year 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ••  ••  866 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts  . 528 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Aot  • .  . .  256 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Factories  Act . 68 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Petroleum  Acts  and 

’  Regulations  ••  •• 

Shops  Aot  visits  and  inspections  ••  ••  •»  ••  ••  ••  21 

Visits  and  inspections  re  Infectious  Diseases  .  51 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Rent  Act  .  2 

Visits  and  inspections  re  Rodent  Control 

^by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  .  81 

(by  Rodent  Operator)  . ••  632 

Administrative  visits  . . . 123 

Rehousing  visits,  etc.,  .  ••  1 

Visits  under  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development 

Aot  • .  9 

Visits  under  Pet  Animals  Aot  ••  ••  3 

Visits  under  Rag  Flock  Act  ••  ••  ..  1 

Visits  under  Clean  Air  Act  . . . . .  ••  405 

Visits  under  M.C.C,  Act  ••  . .  1 

Visits  under  Noise  Abatement  Aot  . . .  ••  ••  23 

Miscellaneo\is  visits  ••  ..  ••  . 155 

Total  visits  and  inspections  ••  3504 

Details  of  Formal  and  Informal  Action 

Number  of  premises  etc.,  in  respect  of  which  verbal 
notices  were  given  ••  ..  ..  ..  47 

Number  of  premises  etc. ,  where  improvements  were 
effected  following  verbal  notices  ••  ••  41 

Number  of  premises  etc.,  in  respect  of  which  written 
Informal  Notices  were  served  ••  . .  14 

Number  of  premises  etc. ,  where  improvements  were 
effected  following  service  of  written  Informal  Notices  ..  13 


-55- 


statutory  Notices  served:- 


Housing  Act,  1957 

Notice  to  quit  house  subject  to  Demolition 
Order  (Section  22)  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••••  1 

Demolition  Orders  (Section  I7)  ••  ••  ••  ••  1 

Public  Health  Act«  1936 

Execution  of  works  of  drainage  • •  . «  • •  • •  2 

Legal  Proceedings 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year. 
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